
 

  
  
                               
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Church, 
 
The Psalm for this Sunday is a beautiful prayer, as so many of the Psalms are. It motivated Gayle 
Schoepf, a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) minister and composer to write Hymn #519 in our 
hymnal, “Create in Me.” Her words, combined with the words of the psalmist, are inspiring: 
 

  “C reate in me a new heart,  
so that I’ll give you more than part 
of this, the life you’ve given me,  
create in me a new heart; 
then will I teach, and others know, 
and I will learn, my faith will grow. 
With you I can create new dreams, 
with you I can change lesser schemes, 
O God, new joy, and a new start! 
Create in me a new heart.*” 

 
Each morning contains God’s promise of the chance to begin again. It is up to us to ask for 
forgiveness, to accept it (harder than it would seem), and then allow God to direct our words and our 
actions.  

 
In the Gospel reading for Sunday, John 12:20-33, Jesus compares his coming death and resurrection 
to one small seed, which must be buried and die before it can produce an abundance of grain. In his 
death and resurrection, Jesus produced a harvest of hope for us. If we are willing to start over each 
day, and to allow God to plant even small seeds in our hearts, imagine the result!  
 

   
 
 
*Words and Music: Gayle Schoepf, 1988. Text and music © 1995, Chalice Press. All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense #A-732893. 
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Weekly Devotion 

Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 21, 2021 
 

Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34  
A word of encouragement during a failure is worth more  

than an hour of praise after success. —Anon. 
 

 
 

by Timothy Merrill 
 couple of years ago, I visited an elderly woman in an assisted-care home in Denver, 
Colorado. Although she suffered from a variety of ailments that had taken away some of 

her independence, she was in relatively good health.  
 Ethel had been a church secretary for much of her life. Her late husband had been a United 
Methodist pastor, mostly in Iowa, throughout his career. She was accustomed to a life in which 
people relied on both her and her husband. 
 The staff at the home confided to me that she had been depressed for some time. Her adult 
daughter, a grandmother herself, indicated the same. 
 “I don’t know,” Ethel said when I asked her what was the matter. But the truth came out.  
She felt adrift aimlessly, as she sailed for her eternal home. Life had lost its meaning; she had 
no purpose.  
 I shared with her what I had read that very morning in the Bible: “Encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). I knew that Ethel could 
have a powerful ministry of encouragement if she could just catch the vision. To be an 
encourager is to allow ourselves to be tools of growth in the lives of others.  
 The Bible also says, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue” (Proverbs 18:21), and 
“To make an apt answer is a joy to anyone, and a word in season, how good it is!” (Proverbs 
15:23). When we speak words of encouragement, it’s like walking alongside of someone, or 
standing with them in their time of need.  
 Perhaps the Lord is calling you to be a minister — a Minister of Encouragement (M.E.).  
 Ethel decided that this is exactly what she’d do, with God’s help. One of the things she did 
every day was to write an “encouragement card” to someone on her wing, or in the entire home, 
or to someone she knew back home. Her daughter printed up the cards for her. At the top were 
the words: “Encouragement Card” and below this in smaller type were the words, “Encouraging 
one another …” (Hebrews 10:25). 
 Well, the Lord blessed her and her ministry touched many lives. She was an important help 
to many people.             
               
Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to encourage one person today.  In your name. Amen.  
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Activity Page  
Week of March 21, 2021 
 

 
 
Daily Bible Readings — Sunday: Numbers 18-20; Monday: Numbers 21-24; Tuesday: Numbers 25-27; 
Wednesday: Numbers 28-30; Thursday: Numbers 31-33; Friday: Numbers 34-36; Saturday: Psalms 31-32 

 

DEFINITION OR CLUE ANSWER 
(First Homophone) 

Second 
Homophone 

Third 
Homophone 

1. Receptacle for cremains URN ERNE EARN 

2. In 1918, a strain of this disease killed 18 million.     
3. The number of corners near Shiprock, NM    
4. A medieval craftsmen organization    
5. Beef is a form of this.    
6. Sacred    

7. Two of something    
8. A contraction of he will    
9. A painter’s paints are on it.    
10. Destitute    
11. A smaller version of a highway    
12. A cord stretched tight.    
13. Also    
14. Not here, but …    

15. 2nd person possessive pronoun    
16. This duct carries blood back to the heart.    
17. He walked his daughter down this.    
18. First person personal pronoun    
19. Wild, tusked porcine beast    
20. A penny is one of these.    
21. You do this to bread dough.    
22. Precipitation    

23. She regretted, or did this, the day she married him.    
24. Short for, say, the tenor version of this    
25. The Spanish word for donkey    
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SAME … BUT DIFFERENT 
According to some definitions, a homophone is a word with the same pronunciation as, but different meaning 
than, another word. Thus, homophones come in pairs (at least). However, some remarkable homophones 
come in triples. Identify the first homophone using the clue provided. Then write two more homophones. We 
have done No. 1 for you. 

ANSWERS: 2. Flu, flue, flew; 3. Four, fore, for; 4. Guild, gilled, gild; 5. Meat, mete, meet; 6. Holy, holey, wholly; 7. Pair, pear, pare; 8. He’ll, heel, heal; 9. 
Palette, palate, pallet; 10. Poor, pore, pour; 11. Road, rode, rowed; 12. Taut, taught, tot; 13. Too, to, two; 14. There, their, they’re; 15. Your, you’re, 
yore; 16. Vein, vain, vane; 17. Aisle, I’ll, isle; 18. I, eye, aye; 19. Boar, bore, boor; 20. Cent, scent, sent; 21. Knead, need, kneed; 22. Rain, rein, reign; 23. 
Rued, rude, rood; 24. Sax, sacs, sacks; 25. burro, borough, burrow. 



 

Lift Up Your Hearts! 
Please keep these in your prayers  
this week:  
 

Margery Maple (and family) – on hospice 
Rita & Larry Barnes – upcoming move 
Students & Families – safety and health 
on Spring Break 
 
_________________________________ 
 
 
Mandy Averyt (friend of Debbie Lansford) 
Lou Brown & Family 
Hollie Carlson (friend of Margery Maple) 
Charles Carpenter (friend of Faye Marlowe) 
Loretta Chaney 
Lee Cooper  
Rick Davis (friend of Debbie Lansford) 
Laura Hines & Family 
Faye Marlow 
Kyle McCallum  
Ladonn Miller (Charlote Spencer’s cousin’s wife) 
Janelle Moritz (cousin of Debbie Lansford) 
Sally Neel (friend of Margery Maple) 
Bob Peaster (cousin of Gay Cooper) 
Charlote Spencer - recovery from failed surgery 
Chester Spencer 
Shawn Swafford (brother of Susan Payne 

 
 
Upcoming Birthdays 
Kay Housman 3/18, Norma Wingard 4/2, Shelley Davidson 4/6, Phyllis Sturm 4/10, Gay 
Cooper 4/15, Emily Hays 4/22, Kathy Peaster 4/25, Steve Seger 4/30 
 

Contact the church at minister@bvillefcc.org or 918-520-9507 to add or remove someone from this list.  
Please ask the person to be listed (or the person's parent, caretaker, or guardian, as applicable) for permission as a courtesy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Regular Happenings at First Christian Church 
Pastoral Care – Call Rev. Susan at 918-520-9507 (mobile) 

Prayer Concerns – E-mail minister@bvillefcc.org or call 918-520-9507 
 

Prayer Group – Mondays @ 1pm – Zoom Call 
Bible Study – On Break until Holy Week 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
      Lectionary Readin 
Lenten Devotionals Mailed this Week 
 

  
 
 
 

Board and Elders, please add these Thursday, March 25 Zoom 
meetings to your calendars: 

Elders – 5:30pm 
Administrative Board – 6:30pm 

Financials & other information will be mailed to board members. 
Please watch your email for instructions for the Zoom calls. 

Order of Worship 
March 21, 2021 • Fifth Sunday in Lent 

(Facebook or YouTube – 10:30am Sundays) 

1. Gather something to eat and drink for communion. 
2. Get your Bible or open your Bible app if you like to read along. 
3. On Sunday at 10:30am (or anytime afterward), go to the church’s Facebook Page 

www.facebook.com/bvillefcc or to our YouTube channel, 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCEs62ItQuRxytQtgaKg7HwA. 

4. Scroll down until you see our worship post for Sunday. Adjust your volume settings. 

Welcome and Announcements 
~ 

Call to Worship 
~ 

Joys & Concerns 
When you register attendance on Facebook or YouTube, you’ll find a place to submit prayer requests.  

~ 
 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
~ 

Scripture – John 12:20-33 
~ 

Message – “Greek Like Me” 
~ 

Service of the Table 
Offering  

Communion Meditation & Prayer  
The Lord’s Supper  

~ 
Benediction 

Elder & Deacon Serving Schedule 
 

  Communion Prayer  Call to Worship 
March 21 Frances McKissick  Gay Cooper 
March 28 Jay McKissick   Chris Payne 
April 4  Janie Thompson  Robert Bright 
April 11 Marolyn Pierce  Debbie Lansford 
April 18 Ken Armstrong  Sara Hess 

Lectionary Readings 
Lent 5B 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51:1-12 

Hebrews 5:5-10 
John 12:20-33  


